
SINKING OF THREE
GERMAN CRUISERS
REJOICES ENGLAND
(Continued from First Paffe.)

Leipzig and Dresren were sighted near
the Falkland Islands by a British
squadron under Vice Admiral Sir FrederickSturdee.
"An action followed, in the course of

which the Scharnhorst. flying the flag
of Admiral Count von Spee: the Gneis

*nauand the Leipzig were sunk. The
t. i__ , X' V, , ^1« ,%»>P .lurino
l/ICSUCII itIIU i^UillOCis niaut

the action and are being pursued.
"Two colliers also were captured.
"The vice admiral reports that the

British casualties are very few in number.
"Some survivors have been rescued

from the Gneisenau and the Leipzig:.*'
German Admiral Probably Lost.
N'o mention is made of any of the

crew of th St harnhorst, which was

the flagship of th»- Merman admiral, beingsaved, and it is thus presumed that
Count von Spee. his officers and men
went down fighting.
The British casualties were light, but

beyond the fact that the British squadron
was commanded by Vice Admiral Sturdeeno information is vouchsafed regard-

#ifes:*£*,v J* ^mt^^ysmki
ADMIRAL roI \T VOX SPEE,

Commander of the German fleet, who
went down with the Scharnhorat.
(Copyright by I'ndrrwtHKl & l"iiderw«H*l.i

ing the ships: engaged, and the newspapersare enjoined not to speculate, as
"other combinations may be effected."
The greatest enthusiasm prevailed in

l.ondon over the victory, and the generalimpression is that it will be completed.as the admiralty would not be
likely to send ships that could not overtakethe Dresden and Xurnberg, which
arc twenty-four-knot and twentv-threeknotvessels, respectively, and probably
even slower after their long service. They
are at a disadvantage, also, because of
their small coal capacity.
The British squadron which engaged

the Germans left England without the
knowledge of the general public, and
until his name was mentioned it was
believed that Vice Admiral Sturdee was
serving in home waters.
The fact that he was taken from the

j»ost of chief of the war staff is indicative
of the determination of the British governmentto clear the Pacific and south
Atlantic of all German warships. It is
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believed, therefore, that the British comImander is at the head of a formidable

|squadron.
In addition to the Dresden and Nurn:berg. only one German warship.the

Karlsruhe.is now unaccounted for in
i those waters, although there may be
one or two armed merchantmen which
the allies have not rounded up.
As the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau

each carried a complement of 765 men,
the Leipzig, 2S6; the Number*. 322,
and the Dresden, 261, the total German
loss is estimated at not far from 2,000
men, although the actual losses to the
Dresden and Number* cannot yet be
known.

Naval Losses Unequal.
Na\*al observers, commenting on the

action off the Falkland Islands, make
note of the fact that in all naval engagementsin the present war there is
great disparity between the losses, of
the victors and the vanquished. In the
case of the British cruisers Monmouth
and Good Hope, sent to the bottom by
a German squadron off the coast of
Chile early in November, the Germans
were practically unscathed, and the
same is true of the British in their
victorious engagement in the south Atlantic.
In other words, defeat at sea means

virtually annihilation and the loss of
all crews with the exception of such
men as the victors may be able to save.
This is attributed to a great extent to
the fact that naval engagements have
been between ships of unequal arma

Jment. The German guns outranked the
British off the coast of Chile, and the
roles were reversed off the Falkland
Islands. Nevertheless, it is argued that
even with ships of similar armament,
the disproportion of losses between the
victor and the vanquished would be
greater by far than anything possible
in land warfare.

No Japanese Ships There.
TOKIO, December 2 0..The British

government has communicated to i

Japan an official account of the sinkingDecember 8 off the Falkland Islands.in the south Atlantic, of the
German cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneise-
nau and Leipzig, with a loss of about
1.800 men.
The reports make no mention by

name of the British warships which 1
took part in this engagement. <

The Japanese navy authorities say no ,
advices concerning this combat have
been received from the Japanese war-

snips oil puirui ill auuiuci a ^. w,

consequently it is to be presumed that 1
they did not take part in the action.
The British squadron in the south

Atlantic, according to information
given out here, was reinforced recently
by several vessels armed with guns of :
heavy caliber. ;

Comprised Pacific Fleet.
i

The Scharnhorst. Gneisenau and Leipzig,with the cruisers Nurnberg ilnd
Dresden, composed the German Pacific
fleet which, in the engagement with
the British squadron under Rear AdmiralSir Christopher Oradock off the
coast of Chile, November 1. sank the
British cruisers Monmouth and Good
Hope, with the loss of about 1.500 men.
Since that time British and Japanese

jsquadrons have been searching for the
German fleet, of which little has been
heard.
Recent reports from Montevideo. Uruguay,were to the effect that the Germanfleet was believed to have rounded

the cape and entered the south Atlantic.but there has been no authentic
information of the whereabouts of
these vessels since the battle with the
British squadron.
The Scharhorst and Gneisenau were

the largest vessels of the German fleet.
They were sister ships of ll.OuO tons'
displacement, 450 feet on the water
line and were rated at a mean speed of
22t-_- knots.

Armed With 8.2-inch Guns.
Each carried a complement of 7C5

men and were armed with eight 8.2- *

inch guns, six 6-inch guns, twenty 24pounders,four machine guns and four
torpedo tubes.
The Leipzig had a displacement of

3,250 tons and carried 286 men. She
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was 341 foot long on the water line,
had a beam of 421-. feet and was rated
;»t 23 Knots. Her largest guns. of
which she carried ten. were 4.1-inch.
>he had also ten 1-pounders, four machineguns and two torpedo tubes.
Admiral Count von Spee, commander

Df the German squadron, was aboard
Lhe Scharnhorst, which was his flagship.

The British official statement shows
that, as has been reported, the German
squadron made its way from the Pacific
to the Atlantic. The Falkland Islands,
near which the German ships were

sighted, lie off the tip of South Amerca.directly east of the Straits of Magellan.
AEROPLANE HUNTED SHIPS.

British South Atlantic Fleet Said to
Have Employed Air Scout.

NEW ORLEANS, December 10..That
the British squadron sent in pursuit
st the German commerce destroyers
sperating off Soutli America was aid?din its search for the eluding vesselsby an aeroplane is the opinion said
to have been expressed by officers and
members of the crew of the Colon, a

i*esscl plying between New York and
Panama and owned by the United
Jtates government, according to mail
Advices reaching here from Colon.
According to the advices, the Colon,
when 300 miles southeast of the Flordacoast on its last voyage out, sightMian aeroplane, which because of its
listance from shore was thought to be
jnattacnea to any lana station. Tne
leroplane, it was said, was first seen
:>y Third Officer John Monroe, on
ivatch, who called Capt. Mowbray of
he Colon and Lieut. Smalley of the
trmy, who was a passenger on the
/essel. After approaching the Colon
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Meadow Lark Telephone, 3 for 25c
Hlue Jay Early June 10c
Moosehead Sifted Early
June 12%c

Jockey Club Extra Sifted 15c
Schrivcr's Early Sweet 12'/jC
Schriver's Extra Sifted 15c
Schriver's A1 (very small.). ..18c

Schriver's Green Lima Beans.10c
Schriver's Blue Ridge Corn. 7V2C
Standard Tomatoes 7Vic
High-grade Cut Beets 10c
Superior Beets 10c
Canned Spinach 10c
Canned Sauer Kraut Xc
Vegetables for Soup 8c
Corn and Tomatoes, mixed... 9c
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closely the aeroplane veered off and
vanished in the night.
Capt. Mowbray is said to have confirmedthe sighting of the air scout \

upon his arrival at Colon.

MERCHANT SHIPS SUNK.

Three German Vessels Meet Doom in
Far Southern Waters.

BUENOS AIRES, December 10..Three
German merchantmen were sunk by
British or Japanese warships off the
coast of Tierra del Fuego, the southernmostextremity of South America," last
Sunday, according to advices Just receivedhere.
The information was contained in a

wireless dispatch to the ministry of
marine from the commander of the Argentinewar transport Piedra Buena.
The message said a division of warships.which the commander believed

to have been either PJnglish or Japa-

one transport, on the morning of De- 1

cember 6 sank one of the Germans in ]the roadstead of Picton Island. The
two other steamers were sent to the 1

bottom the same evening outside the '

harbor of Pantalon, near Cape San Pio.
One steamer belonged to the German

Cosmos line. The ownership of the 1
two others was not stated, but the
commander of the Piedra Buena reportedthat "one of them had a yellow
funnel with a black ring around It.

Enrique Jimenes Minister to TJ. S.
SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Repub-

iic, December 10..Enrique Jimenes,
nephew of Juan I. Jimenes, the new 1
president of the Dominican Republic,
has been appointed Dominican minister
at Washington.
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FAVORS PETTY'S CLAIM
FOR WATSON CASE COSTS
House District Committee Recom-
mends Former Auditor Be Reimbursed

for Suit Expenses.

The report of Representative Ben
Johnson, chairman of the House Districtcommittee, on the bill to reimburseJ. T. Petty, former auditor of
the District, for the expenses incurred
by him in defending an action brought
by the District in the Watson defalca-
tion case, was made public today and
presented to the House. ;

The report strongly indorses Mr.
Petty's claim that he should not be
made to stand any expense in the Watsonmatter, and urges Congress to act
juickly to refund the legal expenses
met by the former auditor.

Petty Not Implicated.
After detailing the Watson defalcationat the District building, amountingto $74,563, Representative Johnson'sreport says:
"It is conceded on all hands that Mr.

Petty, the auditor, was not in any way
mplicated in Watson's defalcations. At
the time this shortage was discovered
le had been auditor for fifteen years.
Previous to his appointment to this
office he had been a subordinate of
the auditor's office for eighteen years.
During these thirty-three years he
served the District faithfully and
conscientiously.
"The exact amount that had been embezzledby Watson was ascertained in

July, 1903. On November 9, 19Q3, the
District of Columbia, while impliedly
conceding that Mr. Petty had misappropriatednothing, instituted suit
tgainst him and the sureties on his
bfficial bond to recover the amount
.hat Watson had stolen.
"The theory upon which this action

was based was that Mr. Petty was 'responsiblefor the moneys represented
by the checks, and bound to make good
the defalcations of the disbursing officer.and this because of the character
>f the duties imposed upon the auditor
in respect of certain funds known as
the permit funds, or the deposit and
issessment fund, whole cost work, etc.,
»tc.'

Money Stolen by Watson.
"The money was stolen by Watson

ilone. He was the 'pay clerk* of the
District of Columbia, recognized by
the District Commissioners and by
Congress as such. He should have
been required to give a bond to the
District of Columbia for the faithful
performance of his duties. The office
he held was recognized as distinct
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Borden's Peerless
Tall size (regularly 10c),

special, per can

Small size (regularly 5c),
special, 3 cans for

Compound (substitute for lard),
lb

Beats All Toilet Paper,
2 rolls for

POTATOES
Florida's Fancy 1 C
Oranges, Dozen. . .

GrapefruitSmall
Medium 5c
Fancy

Grimes' Golden Apples, No. 2 size
Fancy York Imperials, peck

Fancy Box Apples, several
Tangerines, per doz
Sweet Potatoes, per J4 peck
Onions, per peck

Bread ..31
Q Sanitary Bi

Western St
Seeded Raisins, pkg 10c
Cleaned Currants, pkg 10c
Dromedary Dates, pkg 10c
California Figs, pkg 9c
Imported Figs, lb 20c
Fancy Kvap. Peaches, lb 10c
Choice Evap. Peaches, lb 8c
Choice Kvap. Apricots, lb 12c
English Walnuts, II) £uc

Jumbo Pecans, 11) 20c
Double Kay Pecans, lb 15c

Royal Vanilla |
Chocolates, lb Ijfk*

d Our Stores
It Southeast

10<Hfe C st.
7th & Penna. ave.
207 13th st.
103 11th st.

ave
1311 E st"

ave" 2il & K sts.

Market Stands
5th & K sts.
Eastern Mkt.

from that of auditor, although the 'pay
clerk' was assigned to the auditor's office.Really, the duties of this clerk,
which had to do with the disbursementof money, had no proper place in
the auditor's office. The work of that
affice should have been limited to the
keeping and stating of accounts: the
examination or auditing of Claims,
vouchers and the accounts of other
officers: the inspection of the receipts
and expenditures of the various departments,and such other work as is
usually performed by municipal auditors.Clearly, the three functions of
receiving, disbursing and auditing
should have been kept separate: and it
may be said that Watson's opportunity
to peculate, or at least to continue his
peculations, arose out of the faulty
system in force at that time.
"Watson was nominated to this positionof trust bj' one of the District

Commissioners, was selected as a resultof an examination prescribed by
them, and finally received his appointmentfrom them. Thus, all discretion
relative to his nomination or appointmentrested with the Commissioners
and not with Petty.
"Mr. Petty did not embezzle a dollar

of public or private funds. He receivedno benefit from any of Watson's
peculations. He had nothing to do
with Watson's appointment or the
method of his selection. He merely
accepted the 'pay clerk' appointed and
assigned to his office by the District
Commissioners. This he was compelled
to do by superior authority. He was
not responsible for the system which
contemplated that disbursing should
be done throuerh the auditor's office.

Action Was Groundless.
"The law did rot make Mr. Petty

or his sureties responsible for the
derelictions of the disbursing" clerk,
whatever may have been the responsibilityimposed upon other officers
of the District of Columbia. The action
against Mr. Petty and his sureties was

groundless.
"In defending this case Mr. Petty and

his sureties expended $2,824 for counsel
fees and other expenses. The question
now presented is this: Should this expensefall on Mr. Petty and his sureties
or on the District of Columbia? To amplifythe question: Should this expensebe borne by Mr. Petty (who has
been a faithful servant of the District
for thirty-three years) and his sureties,
who have not failed to comply with
any contractual obligation to the District,or should it be borne by the District,by and for whose benefit the action,which, it is now known, was
without merit, was prosecuted?
"The committee is fully aware that

ordinarily counsel fees are not proper
items of costs, to be taxed against the
unsuccessful party, but it would seem
that the case under discussion was an

extraordinary one, and, to prevent an
injustice, an exception should be made
of it. The facts inducing this conclusionhave been stated above and need
not be repeated.
"The committee would not establish

a precedent which would require the
District to pay the expenses of all litigantsagainst whom it instituted unsuccessfulactions. The facts presentedhere are unusual and will seldom, if
ever, appear again. It may be said,
however, that statutes requiring the
unsuccessful party to pay reasonable
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STAR
SOAP

See the magnificent assortment
of premiums at the Star SoapPremium Parlors, on E St. N.W.
near 9th St.

6 Cakes for 25c

Suburban
Mt. Rainier.
Hyattsville. Md.
Takoma Park.
I..angdon, D. C.
Kensington, Md.
4201 Georgia ave.

Anacostia,
..- It

counsel fees and expenses to his adversaryin certain classes of cases have
been in force in a number of states for
many years."

j
Sherley Upholds Defense Condition.
NEW YORK. December 10.."The

person who believes that the defenses
of this country are in other than a

splendid condition is either ignorant or

vicous," declared Swagar Sherley,
representative from Kentucky and
chairman of the fortifications committeeof the House, in an address at the
annual dinner of the New York SouthernSociety last night.
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I Suits and
t Overcoats.
|| English Suits in Brown

and Gray Corduroy. Blouse
^ and straight pants; sailor
^ collar; silk cord and em^broidery; gilt buttons and

belt to match suit. Sizes 3 to

H 8 years. Reg- /£ f rv j.! "ear.$395val; 1.95
^ ' Boys' Two-pants Suits in

^ Brown and Gray effects; Bul||$garian Norfolk Jackets; faillepc^ Knickerbockers; one with
^ i)elt to match. All sizes up to

| $4.95
^ Boys' Combination Over^coat, Hat to match and Wool
H Gloves. The Overcoats are

^ Gray and Blue Chinchilla; all
^ wool; Double-breasted cut,
^ and wool lined. Rah! rah! Hat
5§S to match and
^ Wool Gloves, a . _

I valuelar..$7:50$4.95
^ Boys' School Overcoats, in
^ Gray and Brown Cheviots;

Balmacaan style; convertible
collar. Warm and effective.

I S; !|-$5.00
i Boys' Blue Chinchilla Over||coats; checked wool lining;

Double-breasted, buttoning to
i the neck; belt all around.
H Sizes 3 to 10 /|»a .

I ^alueegU'ar $2.45
| Boys'
| Combination Sets.
|| Silk Handker- _ >-v

^ chiefs and Scarf to

I Boys' Neckwear
i; Four-in-Hands. Bows. Windi>sors and Bat-wings.a big vafcSsriety of new patterns and
^ shapes.

| 25c & 50c

| House C<
I Bath 1
1| Now that every line
^ can easily see our leader
Is popular for holiday ren

|| in the wider assortment
is perior character of the d<

^ And then priced like tht
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| Bath and

| Lounging Robes.
^ Indian Blanket Coat Robes;
^ button through; with edges,
^ cutfs and pockets hound with
^ silk cord; neck cord and girjii die; Brown, Gray and Blue

combinations. /It ^ an*^ I Tcnal s; /f C
iS ue v

m
iS Blanket Batlt Robes, with

Slippers. More than a dozen
|| different color combinations of
^ new designs. Cut long and
SS full, and caretsfullv finished. /!» mm m-\ mmI v,;,"*1..54:50 $2.95
| Men's Gloves.
^ Lightweight Tan Kid

^ Gloves; smart as they
make them. Regular and

ssx

^ cadet fingers.all sizes.

I $1.25 Value,

1 85c
I I.._=J
i| Pennsylvania Avenue

Anti-Armament Association Planned
NEW YORK. December 10..To voice

:i protest against '"agitation for increasedarmaments in this country"
a committee comprising Bishop Davnl
H. Greer of the New York diocese of

the Protestant Episcopal Church, OswaldGarrison Yillard, President"
Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia
University and nearly a score of
others last night issued a call for a

meeting to be held here December Is
to organize a national anti-armament
association.
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Play Suits. |
Modeled after the boyish ||j

heroes Cowboys, Soldiers, ^
Firemen, Indians, etc. SS 1Boys' Military Outfits; in i&i
Blue and White; silk and gilt ^
braid trimmed; t". S. A. on ||collar and eagle on cap. ||
Sizes 6 to 12 A . sfc

'c'AL'.spe:$2.98 |Boys' Indian Outfits; trim- ^med in Bed and Blue felt; and ^
with warchief bon-
net. Sizes 2 to 10 QXr !
years. SPECIAL. § 1Boys' Cowboy Outfit; in §|jKhaki, with lasso, bandanna, ^
belt, pistol and hoister.Sizes 4 to 14 O/if ||
years. SPECIAL.. ^ 1I

Boys' Military Suit and ^Cap; Blue and White; gilt ^braid trimming; real military ^
style. Sizes 2, ^
4 and 6 years. <£ 1 (1X jf|SPECIAL ...

1 |
Boys' Indian Suits, with || .

feathered headpiece; fringing ^
of Red, Blue and ss

Green. Sizes 2 to
10 years. SPE- 40f 1C'AL 4 C I
Boys' Gloves.
Cray and Tan Kid; and ^

Gray Mocha; fleeced-lined ^
Gloves in all
boys' sizes up to 5§|/"» ||
7 I

Rain Coats.
Boys' Rubberized Rain ^Coats; in Tan shade; with ^

"So'westcr" ^

1"" $3.75 |Dats and 1
Robes. J
has been exhibited you ||ship in these garments, ^
tembrances. Not only 1|
provided, but the su- b

esigns and the qualities. ^?se.they clinch the ar- ^
ence.

i
House Coats.
House Coats, in Light and §!

Dark Gray, Light and Dark
Brown. Blue and Maroon, in §8
ten combinations.plain color
outside, with plaid, and stripes
on reverse side: cloth bound ^and silk cord edge; two silk ^(oosi6Sizusuit $4 95 I
$7.50 value

~ ^W
Double-faced Cloth Jacket-. ^with the reverse side of con- ^trusting color; bound with *ilk ^cord; fastening with two silk ^frogs, in all the proper shades ^ *

#.and tailored to fit. Sizes 3o ^
$3.75 I

uai vaiuc.. "

II |jCombination
Sets- II 1

Silk Hose. Scarf and | ^Handkerchief -. or Silk SS
Hose and Scarf.properly
matched and neatlyboxed. ®

$1.50 Value,

I $1.00 11
'nmpatiy |Seventh Street ^

9


